Yuri Vladimirovich Nikulin  
Yuri Vladimirovich Nikulin was born on December 18, 1921, in the town of Demidov, Smolensk province, Central Russia. His father, Vladimir Andreevich Nikulin, was a writer and director who worked for theater and circus. Yuri Nikulin inherited his fathers talents and had a dream of becoming an actor.
The Second World War changed his plans as he was drafted in the Soviet Army in 1939.  Nikulin served in the anti-aircraft artillery troops near Leningrad. From the very first days of the Great Patriotic War, Nikulin's battery opened fire on fascist airplanes that were breaking through to Leningrad, casting the Gulf of Finland with deep mines. As part of the anti-aircraft battery, Nikulin fought until the spring of 1943, he rose to the rank of senior sergeant. Then, with injuries, he twice visited the hospital. After his recovery, he was sent from the hospital to the 72-th separate anti-aircraft division near the city of Kolpino. Victory Yuri Nikulin met in the Baltic States. 

Yuri Nikulin became best known for his roles in the comedies from director Leonid Gaidai. Their collaboration from 1961 to 1971 was one of the most productive actor-director partnerships in the history of Russian film. Their comedies were the highest-grossing box office hits ever in Russia and the former Soviet Union with the admissions of 222,800,000 in the first 15 months. Diamond hand (1969) was the #1 top grossing Russian box office hit ever with theatrical admissions over 76,700,000 in the Soviet Union in 1969. In a 1995 national poll in Russia, Diamond hand (1969), starring Yuri Nikulin was voted the best Russian comedy ever.
Nikulin's effortless style and precise delivery, as well as his mastery of timing and his hilarious masks made him an outstanding comedian, arguably the best Russian comedian ever. Nikulin showed his range in a variety of genres from slapstick comedy to romance and war drama. 
Yuri Nikulin received popular and critical acclaim for his leading and supporting roles in such films as 'Andrei Rublev' (1961) by director Andrei Tarkovsky, “They fought for their homeland”  (1975) by director Sergey Bondarchuk, 'Stariki-razboyniki' (1971) by director Eldar Ryazanov, 'Chuchelo' (1983) by director Rolan Bykov, 'Kogda derevya byli bolshimi' (1961) by director Lev Kulidzhanov, '12 stulev' by director Leonid Gaidai, 'Dvadtsat dney bez voiny' (1976) by director Aleksey German, and many other memorable works in film. Nikulin's recording of the theme song from “ Diamond Hand” (1969), especially his delivery of such lines as "We care less" and "We are fearless" made it a popular hit in the 60s and 70s Soviet Union.

The Moscow State Circus on Tsvetnoi Bulevard was the main workplace for Yuri Nikulin, where he had a career spanning about 50 years. He was awarded the honorable title of the National Artist and received numerous decorations for his achievements as an actor. Yuri Nikulin died after an open heart surgery, on August 21, 1997, in Moscow. and 
Honours and awards: Order of Merit for the Fatherland 4th class, Order of Honour , Order of the Patriotic War 2nd class, Order of the Badge of Honour, Medal of Zhukov, Jubilee Medal "50 Years of Victory in the Great Patriotic War 1941-1945", Medal "For the Victory over Germany in the Great Patriotic War 1941–1945", Medal "Veteran of Labour"
Anatoli Dmitrievich Papanov
Anatoli Papanov was born in Vyazma, Smolensk Governorate (modern-day Smolensk Oblast, Russia) into a mixed Russian-Polish family. His father Dmitry Filippovich Papanov (1897—1982) was a retired soldier who served as a railway guard and an amateur actor at the local theatre founded by Nikolai Plotnikov, where Anatoli and his sister also performed as children. His mother Elena Boleslavovna Roskovskaya (1901—1973) was a Polish milliner who secretly converted from Roman Catholicism to Russian Orthodoxy. Anatoli himself was raised in Orthodox traditions.

In 1930 the family moved to Moscow. As a schoolboy Papanov attended drama courses, then went on to work as a caster at a factory, simultaneously performing in a popular theatre studio for factory workers organized by Vakhtangov Theatre actors led by Vasili Kuza whom Papanov later considered his first teacher. During the late 1930s he made a number of uncredited appearances in movies, such as a sailor in Lenin in October (1937) or a passerby in The Foundling (1939).

In 1941, after the invasion of the Soviet Union, Papanov joined the Red Army and left for the front line. As a senior sergeant, he headed an anti-aircraft warfare platoon. In 1942-m was sent to the South-Western Front. There was preparing a large offensive of the Soviet troops. Under Kharkov were pulled several Soviet divisions, which fell into the "boiler". The Germans launched a counterattack, and the Soviet troops were forced to retreat to Stalingrad itself. Twenty-year-old Anatoly Papanov then commanded an anti-aircraft battery. In these battles, he is the role of a soldier who has nowhere to retreat - he lived in full. Near Kharkov Papanov learned what it means to serve in the battalion, which asks and does not receive fire. There he was badly wounded in the leg, got into the hospital and, in 21 a year old, he was disabled. “Is it possible to forget how, after two and a half hours of battle, out of forty-two people left thirteen?” Recalled Papanov. About this time - one of the brightest and most significant roles of the actor - the role of General Serpilin in the film adaptation of Simonov's novel “The Living and the Dead”. Perhaps, if there was no Serpilin in Papanov’s creative biography, there wouldn’t be another military role - the former radio paratrooper, the accountant Dubinsky, in the film “Byelorussia Station”. 
Despite his injury, in 1943 Papanov entrolled as a student in the acting faculty of the State Institute of Theatre Arts, taking courses with Vasili Orlov. During his studies he met his future wife, a fellow student Nadezhda Yurievna Karatayeva (born 1924), who had also served in the war as a nurse on a hospital train. They married on 20 May 1945, ten days after the end of the war. In 1985 he was awarded the 1st class Order of the Patriotic War.
He was a film and voice actor, drama teacher, and theatre director at the Moscow Satire Theatre where he served for almost 40 years. A prominent character actor, Papanov is mostly remembered for his comedy roles in a duo with his friend Andrei Mironov, although he had many dramatic roles as well. As a voice actor he contributed to over hundred cartoons. He was named People's Artist of the USSR in 1973 and awarded the USSR State Prize posthumously.
Aleksei Makarovich Smirnov

Alexey Smirnov was born on 28 February 1920, in the town of Danilov, Yaroslavskaya Gubernia. In the mid-1920s they moved to Leningrad. After her husband's early death Anna Ivanovna had to raise her two children on her own - Alexey had a younger brother Arkady. The Smirnovs resided in a communal apartment at 44 Petr Lavrov str. As a pupil, Alexey Smirnov began acting in the school amateur theatre. In 1940 he graduated from the Leningrad Music Comedy Theater school and was admitted into the troupe. Smirnov only acted in one part there - Black Eagle in the operetta Rose-Marie - before the Great Patriotic War began.

In 1941 he left for the front as a volunteer. He was a chemical instructor, then squad leader in the 3rd Artillery Battery, 169th Red Banner mortar regiment, 3rd Red Banner and Order of Lenin artillery division of Zhitomir. Alexey Smirnov took part in the battles at the Western, Bryansk, 1st Ukrainian and 2nd Byelorussian Fronts, many times was sent for scouting behind the enemy lines. One of his award papers says he killed three fascists with his assault rifle. In the front line he once acted instead of his commander (which was down) and dispersed about two enemy squads by intensive mortar fire. When breaking through the enemy positions near the village of Onatskovsi on 4 March 1944 Smirnov and his squad eliminated a mortar battery, a turret machine-gun and about 30 enemy soldiers, which let them regain the village and further take possession of the town of Starokonstantinov on 9 March. In that action staff-sergeant Smirnov with his squad have destroyed 2 turret machine-guns, a 75-mm cannon and 35 enemy infantrymen. For his courage Alexey Smirnov was nominated for the 1st class of the Order of the Patriotic War, but was instead awarded the lower grade Order of the Red Star.


The whole country knew and loved him, but even many of his friends did not know that he had fought almost the entire war as a simple soldier. That he is a full holder of the Order of Glory, holder of the Order of the Red Star. Aleksei Makarovich simply did not like to share his memories of the war with anyone. The award list for the order of the third artillery division from 15 September 1944 of the year to the Order of Glory 3 degree: “20 June 1944 of the year in the height of 283, the enemy, attacked the battery to 40 of the Nazis. Comrade Smirnov, inspiring the fighters, rushed into battle, repulsed the attack of the Nazis. On the battlefield, 17 Germans were killed, he himself personally captured the Nazis 7 ... ". Entry in the award list to the Order of Glory of the 2 degree: “Comrade Smirnov, with three soldiers, rushed at the Germans and personally killed three Nazis from a machine gun and took two prisoners. 22 January 1945 of the year, despite the intense rifle-machine-gun and artillery-mortar shelling, with the calculation of ferried on a mortar to the left bank of the river Oder. In this battle, two machine gun points and twenty Nazis were destroyed”. However, Aleksey Smirnov did not succeed in ending the war in Berlin. In the 1945 year, during one of the battles, he was severely wounded by a shell explosion. And after treatment at the hospital - the commission ... 
Showing great valour in the battlefield, Smirnov also led the regiment's amateur theatre. Only in May, June and July 1944 he organized 10 performances attended by total of 6500 soldiers. Smirnov's theatre took part in the division's contests in 1943 and 1944 and won the first prize. Within that period Alexey Smirnov was awarded the Medal "For Battle Merit".
Alexey Smirnov, after the war, starred in many films. And any of his role in the film, even a small one, was pronounced and noticeable. The last film in which he was filming was the film of his friend Leonid Bykov “Only old men go to battle”. The hero of the Great Patriotic War, one of the best Soviet actors of the post-war generation, is buried in the Southern Cemetery of St. Petersburg, the 3 st rowan section, the 21 series, the 9 grave.
Leonid Iovich Gaidai
Leonid Iovich Gaidai (30 January 1923, Svobodny, Amur Oblast – 19 November 1993, Moscow) was a Soviet and Russian comedy film director who enjoyed immense popularity and broad public recognition in the former Soviet Union. His films broke theatre attendance records and are still some of the top-selling DVDs in Russia. He has been described as "the king of Soviet comedy".

Leonid was the third child in the family. His elder brother Aleksandr (1919–1994) was a well-known poet and a war correspondent. Leonid took part in amateur dramatics from a young age. He graduated from school on 20 August 1941. In just two days the Great Patriotic War started.

On February 1942, he was enrolled to the Red Army.
In 1942, Leonid Gaidai called up. Initially, his service was held in Mongolia, where he rode horses intended for the front. Tall and thin Gaidai squat on Mongolian horses looked comical, but with his cowboy work handled successfully. He, like others of his contemporaries rushed to the front. Situated in a peaceful Mongolia, they felt ashamed. In addition, recruits often forgot to feed and they are terribly hungry. “When I arrived Commissar selected completion in the army, every question an officer Gaidai replied "I am." "Who's the guns?" "I," "The cavalry?" "I," "In the Navy?" "I", "The intelligence?" "I" - which aroused dissatisfaction chief. "Yes, you wait, Gaidai - said the military commissar - Give announce the entire list." Because of this incident, many years later was born on an episode of the film "Operation" Y "».
 On 20 December 1942, Gaidai was awarded the Medal "For Battle Merit" for killing three Nazi soldiers and taking hostages during the battle for Yenkino village. 
Gaidai sent to the Kalinin Front. Gaidai served as platoon walking intelligence repeatedly went into the enemy's rear to take the language, he was awarded several medals.
In 1943, returning from a mission, Leonid Gaidai was blown up by anti-personnel mine, was badly injured leg. About a year spent in hospital, suffered 5 operations. He was threatened with amputation, but he refused from it. "One-legged actors do not happen" - he said. The consequences of this injury haunted him all his life. From time to time the wound is opened, out fragments, bone and inflamed the torment lasted for years. He was disabled, but never told anyone about it. Outsiders it not only did not know but had no idea, because Leonid Iovich could not stand to show their disease or infirmity. He was a real man's character ...
Gaidai studied at the Irkutsk District Drama Theatre's studio school, and after graduating in 1947 acted in theatre productions.[2] He subsequently attended the Moscow Institute of Cinematography.
His first success came six years after graduation, with a segment of the short film collection Sovershenno seryozno (1961), which instantly became highly popular.In this film, Gaidai first introduced a comic trio of crooks – Georgy Vitsin, Yuri Nikulin, and Yevgeny Morgunov 
Between 1961 and 1975, Gaidai directed a number of top-selling films, each one a huge financial success and becoming wildly popular in the Soviet Union.  Gaidai's top-grossing film The Diamond Arm sold 76.7 million tickets in the Soviet Union alone, becoming the third highest-grossing Soviet film.At $8 per ticket, it would have generated revenue comparable to the US box office champion Titanic. In a 1995 survey by RTR, it was voted the best comedy ever made.  
